THE SMILE
OF A CHILD

A mythic comic story
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( On Olympus, one place at the table remained empty. Helena looked at Earth, where the smile seemed to have vanished.

CHIRON
Perhaps the world is waiting for you. Not for thunder... for a smile.

HELENA
Then | will go.
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“The people, animals and rivers are alive..
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At the sacred spring, Helena asked for a sign
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| am coming, Earth.

HELENA
| Stay close to me, little friends.
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“If | share my love, perhaps | can bring back a little light.”
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Three doves landed on her shoulders. Their gentle cooing gave her courage

3 = o . ;
AT - PR
Q R~ Y .

R b =] R O

o N

. ekl o Nl
kY f At ‘ * ’ %v‘{ J/ :*. o b : : ' 3

She put on her white cloak and placed her bare feet on the star path
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Below lay a village of gray stone, silent as mist
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In the village, doors were locked and windows were shut.

HELENA
What a beautiful name.

ELENI
My doll is also called Eleni... but she is broken.
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On a doorstep sat a g|rI W|th a broken wooden doll.
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‘ Helena smiled. Not grandly or forcefully. Simply and gently. j

OUDE MAN
. | had forgotten what that felt like.

(" ELENI
It is only a smile.
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A blue flower burst through the stones.




( At an abandoned spring stood a statue of a winged lion. _,
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“At the heart of the world stands the Tree of Sorrow.”

7/ SO T

The Smile of a Child = Stinkiebinkiebooks « 2026



The next mornlng Helena set out with her three doves.

THERON
| heard your smile in the wind.
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They crossed silver rivers and Ilstened to whlsperlng trees




Where Helena walked, flowers bloomed. Where she laughed, clouds dlsappeared
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" NIMFEN
Not everything is as it seems.

THERON
Speak softly. The valley is listening.
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| Helena sent a beam of light

Ml Three nymphs made a path of silver stones.
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At the end stood a ruined gate carved with dog heads.
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Helena pIaced her hand on the stone. The air began to growl

HELENA
@ Guardian of the gate... | have not come to steal.

HELENA
| have come to heal.
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Cerberus stepped from the darkness as tall as a tower.
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HeIena took one step forward
She knelt with open hands




Cerberus sniffed. His three heads looked in different directions
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ELENI
| am not afraid of you.

THERON
Love knows the way home.

“Not a monster,” Helena whispered. “A guardian.”
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Eleni took one step forward
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Theron played the song his mother used to sing
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Memories of love became a circle of light.
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CERéERUS
Go. The Tree of Sorrow feeds on doubt.

HELENA
Thank you, guardian.

The smoke in h|s mane grew Ilghter
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His red eyes turned goId
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Beyond the gate lay a forest W|th S|Iver Ieaves
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ASTERION
| am Asterion. Cerberus
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Be5|de a marble fountaln a blrd as Iarge as a fox Ianded
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Where his feathers feII ﬂowers of Ilght grew.
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In the dlstance a dark Ilght pulsed
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The tree towered above them. Its roots looked Ilke veins.

ELENI
But we can carry it together.
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HeIena pIaced her hand on the bark and saw the V|IIage
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Among the W|the ed Ieaves one golden Ieaf appeared
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THERON
Look how the world is breathing!
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| Warm light flowed throug
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4l Asterion led them back to the village.
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E In the village, Eleni touched the golden leaf to the olive tree.
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A golden branch grew from the bark
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People gathered to share stories and help one another
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Asterion rose toward the stars. His feathers became flowers of light

A smile is not an ending. It is a door through which love enters.
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